Shelley's Frankenstein 

Letters 1 – 4 and Chapter 1 – 2 

1.        Who is writing the letters, to whom, and why? 

2.        What strange things happen that the letter writer relates? 

3.        Who is Caroline Beaufort and what is her relationship to the narrator? 

4.        Who is Elizabeth Lavenza and what is her story? 

5.        Who is Henry Clerval and what is his relationship to the narrator? 

6.        What do we discover is the narrator’s name? 

7.        What happens when Victor sees an oak tree destroyed by lightning? 

Chapters 3 – 5 

1.      What happens to Elizabeth and to Victor’s mother as a result of Elizabeth’s scarlet fever? 

2.      Why does Victor’s father send him to the university of Ingolstadt? 

3.      What does Victor learn from Krempe? 

4.      What does Victor learn from Waldman? 

5.      How well does Victor progress during the next two years? (Chapter 4) 

6.      How does he go about creating a human being, and what does he expect as a result of this 

    creation? 

7.      Given all the mad doctor and monster movies you’ve seen, what is unexpected about the 

    description of the actual creation of life? 

8.      How does Victor respond to the actual creation of life, what happens? 

9.      Whom does Victor meet arriving in a coach the next morning? 

10.  What happens to Victor and for how long? 

Chapters 6 – 8 

1.        Who is Justine Moritz and what is her story? 

2.        Who is William and how old is he? 

3.        What does Victor do after his recovery? 

4.        What is waiting for Victor when he returns to his apartment? 

5.        How long has Victor been away from home? 

6.        What happened to William and who is suspected? 

7.        What happens at Justine’s trial? 

8.        Why does Justine confess? 

9.        How might Mary Shelly be commenting on justice and the justice system by creating a 

    character named Justine and the events that surround her? 

10.    At the end of chapter 8, what do you suspect will happen in future chapters? 

Chapters 9 – 11 

1.        How does Victor respond in the days after Justine’s death? 

2.        What journey does Victor undertake? 

3.        Who does Victor see on his journey and how does he react? 

4.        What does the creature ask of Victor? 

5.        Why has the creature caused the death of two people close to Victor? 

6.        What does the creature remember of his earliest days? 

7.        How does the creature respond to his discovery of the fire? 

8.        What happens during his first encounters with people? 

9.        Where does he finally find a place to stay? 

10.    By the end of chapter 11, how do you feel about Victor’s creature?  How is this different from 

   how you felt at the end of chapter 8? 

Chapters 12 – 14 

1.        How does the creature continue to learn about the family he is watching? 

2.        How does the creature learn language? 

3.        How does the creature hope to win over the family? 

4.        Who arrives at the cottage in the spring? 

5.        How does the creature learn about reading? 

6.        What happens when the creature begins to think about himself? 

7.        How did the De Lacey family come to be living in the cottage? 

Chapters 15 – 17 

1.    What does the creature find in the woods? 

2.      What are the three books that the creature reads and what does he learn from each? 

3.      What does the creature hope will happen when he talks to De Lacey?  What actually 

    happens? 

4.      What happens to the De Lacey family after the events of chapter 15? 

5.      What event during the creature’s travels confirms his hatred of humans? 

6.      What event happens when the creature is near Geneva? 

7.      What does the creature demand from Victor? 

8.      How does Victor at first respond to the creature’s demand? 

9.      How effective is the creature in convincing Victor? 

10.  How does Victor appear and respond to his family when he returns home? 

Chapters 18 - 20 

1.        Why does Victor’s father think Victor might not want to marry Elizabeth? 

2.        Why does Victor want to visit England? 

3.        What are Clerval’s plans for his career? 

4.        Where does Victor’s journey end, and what does he plan to do there? 

5.        Why does Victor change his mind about creating the female? 

6.        What happens shortly after Victor destroys the female? 

7.        What happens when the creature visits Victor? 

8.        What happens when Victor goes out in a boat to dispose of the female creature’s remains? 

Chapters 21 – 24 

1.        Who is Mr. Kirwin and how does he treat Victor?  What has happened to cause Victor’s arrest? 

2.        What happens when Victor wakes up?  Who is there? 

3.        What happens at Victor’s trial? 

4.        What does Elizabeth say in her letter? 

5.        What are the marriage plans and how does Victor prepare for what he fears will happen? 

6.        What happens on Victor’s wedding night? 

7.        What happens when Victor returns to Geneva? 

8.        What happens when Victor tries to get the authorities to help him hunt for the creature? 

9.        What happens during Victor’s pursuit of the creature? 

10.    What does Victor ask Walton to do? 

11.    Why is Walton returning to England? 

12.    When Walton sees the creature in the cabin with Victor’s body, how does the creature 

   explain what he has done? 

